Recognizing Vina as an Underground Railroad Station Host 


Date 2023-10-07 22:04 


Greetings: 


| am writing this letter to promote recognition of the work of a nineteenth century enslaved woman named Vina who participated in the Underground Railroad as a station 
host. My hope is to ignite widespread acknowledgement of her work and see her station included in relevant registries and databases, including the National Park Service’s 
Network to Freedom Listings. 


Recently, | was exploring research data stored on an Ohio State University (OSU) Criminal Justice Research Center (CURC) website, and | noticed an entry involving Vina. 
She was killed on October 17, 1853 by the man who had enslaved her. 


The research data includes witness testimony about Vina’s “ungovernable” behavior: 


“once found that this woman was harboring a negro” 


“Harboring,” as you know, was one way of helping freedom seekers make their way through the Underground Railroad, which was active in her time and place. 


From a National Park Service website: “The Underground Railroad refers to the effort--sometimes spontaneous, sometimes highly organized--to assist persons held in 
bondage in North America to escape from slavery.” Source: https://www.nps.gov/nr/travel/underground/ 


| searched information accessible online, but so far have not found mention of her beyond the research from OSU. Seemingly, her heroic and courageous actions have not 
been recognized. 


Thank you to the person at OSU who compiled the data, and thank you to OSU for making the data accessible to the public. 


| would like to know more about Vina, and hopefully she will become the focus of academic and journalistic research. On October 17, 2023, 170 years will have passed 
since Vina’s death. | am honored to share information about Vina before another year passes. 


| believe the following statements to be true about Vina: 


e She was approximately age 48 or 49 at the time of her death. 


e The location where she harbored freedom seekers was in or near the town of Dennisville, Virginia and within four miles south or nine miles southeast of the Amelia 
County Courthouse. 


e She knew no one had a right to claim ownership of herself or anyone else. 


e She would not want to use her killer’s surname as her own last name. 


My sources include the OSU date file describing witness testimony, 1850 federal census, the 1850 federal “slave schedule,” an 1860-ish map of Amelia County, and 
additional resources, which | have linked in a folder on my Google Drive. 


The OSU data file is linked below. “Homicides of Adults in Amelia County, Virginia” 


The Ohio State University (OSU) Criminal Justice Research Center (CJRC). (2016, December 16). Homicides of Adults in Amelia County, Virginia. Historical 


Property details indicate the file was created 10 September 2004 and updated on 2 August 2009. | accessed the file 1 October 2023. 


Readers are likely to find some of the file content upsetting. The content includes descriptions of extreme violence. 


Please feel welcome to share this letter with those interested in Underground Railroad research and encourage anyone interested in Vina’s story to pursue additional 
information. 


Sincerely, 


Kristine Lockwood 


Columbia, Maryland 
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https://history.osu.edu/people/hammack.203 


Areas of expertise include the Underground Railroad 


Scott Levi 
Professor and Chair 


106 Dulles Hall 


MM @osu.edu 


Alice L. Conklin 
Arts and Sciences Distinguished Professor of History 


232 Dulles Hall 


MEM @osu.edu 


Ryan Fontanilla 


Assistant Professor of History 


MOM @osu.edu 
https://history.osu.edu/people/fontanilla.1 


Margaret Ellen Newell 


College of Arts and Sciences Distinguished Professor 


MyM @osu.edu 
https://history.osu.edu/people/newell.20 


Daniel Rivers 

Associate Professor 

PN @osu.edu 
https://history.osu.edu/people/rivers.91 


Stephanie J. Shaw 

Professor 

NN @osu.edu 
https://history.osu.edu/people/shaw. 1 


Margaret Sumner 

Associate Professor 

Py @osu.edu 
https://history.osu.edu/people/sumner.27 


https://history.osu.edu/people/phillips.2189 
Sierra Phillips 
PhD Student 


she/her/hers 


MM @osu.edu 


Recipients associated with the Ohio State University (OSU) Criminal Justice Research Center (CJRC): 
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Professor of Sociology, The Ohio State University 
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Criminal Justice Research Center (CJRC) 
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Recipients associated with the Historical Violence Database at OSU-CJRC: 
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Ohio State University 
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Research Librarian 
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Recipients associated with the National Park Service: 


National Underground Railroad Network to Freedom 
% National Park Service 

4068 Golden Hill Road 

Church Creek, Maryland 21622 


Pe nps.gov 


https://www.facebook.com/npsnetworktofreedom/ 


Recipients associated with the Library of Virginia: 


Library of Virginia 

Virginia Commission to Study Slavery 
Attn: Dominique Luster, Project Manager 
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PM @ va. virginia.gov 
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Project Director 
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Recipients associated with the National Underground Railroad Freedom Center: 


Woody Keown, Jr. 

President & Chief Operating Officer 

National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 
50 East Freedom Way 

Cincinnati, OH 45202 
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https://freedomcenter.org/ 
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Executive Administrative Assistant to the President 
National Underground Railroad Freedom Center 
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Recipients associated with the Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia: 


Mary Lauderdale 

Visitor Services Manager 

Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia 
122 West Leigh Street 

Richmond, VA 23220 
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https://blackhistorymuseum.org/ 


Recipients associated with the Underground Railroad Museum at Belmont Mansion: 


Linda Thomas 

Operations Coordinator 

Underground Railroad Museum 

At Belmont Mansion 

2000 Belmont Mansion Drive 

Philadelphia, PA 19131-3713 

ME ecmail.com 
https://www.belmontmansion.org/events belmont_mansion.html 


Recipients associated with the Legacy Museum of African American History: 


Valeria P. Chambers, President 

Legacy Museum of African American History 
P.O Box 308 | 403 Monroe Street 
Lynchburg, Virginia 24505 
DN @ verizon.net 
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Jacquelyn Campbell, PhD 

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health 
525 N. Wolfe St. Rm 436 

Baltimore Maryland 21205 

MEM @jhu.edu 


https://publichealth. jhu.edu/faculty/114/jacquelyn-campbell 


Carol Runyan, MPH, PhD 

The Colorado School of Public Health 
CU Anschutz 

Fitzsimons Building 

13001 East 17th Place 

3rd Floor 

Mail Stop B119 

Aurora, CO 80045 
HN @ cuanschutz.edu 
https://coloradosph.cuanschutz.edu/ 


One Woodrow Wilson Plaza 
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20004-3027 


WWW @wilsoncenter.org 


Reverend Leah D. Daughtry 

The House of the Lord Church in Washington, DC. 
700 7th St SW, Washington, DC 20024 

MN @HOLC.org 


https://www.holc.org/ 


Recipients associated with Amelia County, Virginia: 


Betsey Davis, Pastor 

Journey United Methodist Church 
19210 Patrick Henry Hwy 
Amelia, VA 23002 


HW @journeyumcva.org 


http://journeyumcva.org/ 


The Reverend Michael Stone, Rector 
Christ Episcopal Church 

16401 Court Street, PO Box 468 

PO Box 468 

Amelia, Virginia 23002 


CE eg mail.com 


Jill Hames, Director 

James L. Hamner Public Library/Amelia County 
16351 Dunn Street 

Amelia Court House VA 23002 

HN @hamnerlibrary.org 

https://www. hamnerlibrary.org/ 


Pine Grove Presbyterian Church 
15650 Genito Road 

Amelia VA 23002 

MMB @tds.net 
DIN © outlook.com 
https://www.facebook.com/MPGPC/ 


Pastor West 

Union Branch Baptist Church 

10861 Mt Zion Rd 

Jetersville, VA 23083 

DP eamail.com 
https://www.ubbcamelia.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UnionBranchAmelia/ 


The Amelia County branch of the NAACP 
7044 Amelia County 
P.O. Box 139 


Amelia Courthouse, Virginia 23002 


WW @amelianaacp.org 


